
Epiftlc. 

p t tM Owtouc, fayth that ofttimes r.n auncicin words makcth rheflyfe g c 
arid as it were rcuefend : no other wife then we honour and teueicncc g^yi^J Wi 
certcin religious regard,which we hauc, of old agc.yct nether cucry where maftold* ’ 
be ftufledin,not the commen Dialeflc andnuner of fpeaking fo corrupted the* ?? 
as in old buildings it feme di 'orderly Ominous. But albs m moft excjuiGte wftm™ c* 
vie to blaze and port raict not oncly the daititie lineaments ofbeautye, bist s ]f 0 **1 i 
about it to (hadow the rude thickets and craggy cl;fts,that by die bafwcifcVf ru c w' “ 
more excellency may accrcw to the princtpalljfor oftitnes we fy ndc outfelues j j| ,rts ‘ 
not how Angularly delighted withthc fhewe offiich natwalltudcner^and^aw ' 
pleafurc in that difoMcily order Turn To doe thofc rough andhadh remits cnlun^ 
make more dearly to appearc the brighmefle ot brauc & glorious words. So of tnu „ 
a difchotdc in Mudckmaketh a comely concordstinccXo great delight tookc tl* WOr j! 
Poete A Icens to behold a blemifh in the toynt ofa we! fhaped body.But if any will n(£ 

‘ ]y blame Inch his putpofe in choyfc of old and vnwonted words, him may I mo re iu[j|’ l 
blame andcondemne,or of vvitlcffc headiiyefle in lodging, or of heedddfe Intdinct l 1 
condemning, for not marking the compaflc of liys bent, he vvil iudge of the length^;, 1 
caft.for in my opinion it is one fpeci.il ptay fcjOl many v vhyeli arc dew to thisroetc tltn 
he hath laboured to reftore,as to t hey r right lull heritage fuch good and naturj fyXjj 
words, as haue ben long time our of vfe & nlraoft clcarc ditherited. Which is the <£l 
caufe,that our Mother range, which truely ofit felf is both ful enough fotprofe&fei 

enough for vcrfe,liathlong time ben routed moft bare Stbancin ol both, which defauh 

whenas fome endeuoured to lahie & recure, dtcy patdicd vp die holes with petes Straj 
of other languages, borrowing here ofthc french, there of the Italian, entry where effe ■ 
hLatinc, not weighing how il, thofc tongues aceorde with themfelues,buc much vyorli 
vvich ourstSo now they hauc made out Bngjilh tongue, a gallimsufiay ot hodgepofeef 
at other fpcclies, Other fome no fow.el feme in the Engliih toneeas perhaps in othtrha 
guaees if the happen tc here an oldc word albdcvciy natural! and (igmfcant, aye W t 


igeS if the happen tc tic re an o ice worn ameitwiy iiaiui.m..iiuug m ntant,ctyeow 
Krewht way,thatwc fpeakno Englilh,burgibbrifo,omthcrfuch,asin old time Euafe 
mother fpake;whofc fhft flume is, that they ate not alhained, in their owmnoihnto^c 
flraunoers to be counted and aknCs.Thc fccond ihame no leffe then the fi:ft,that wbt 
fo they wider ft and ndr,they fti-eight way deeme to be fcnccfcfle, and not at al m hwn- 
dtifl&de.Much like to the Mole in iEfopcsfable,that being blynd her fclfe, would iano 
wife be pnfwadcd,tbat any bcaft could fee . The lift mote Humeful then both, that of 
thcivovvne country and nathral fpeach, which together with their Nourecsmitky 
fucked they hauc To bafe regard and haftatd judgement, chat they will notoriety tbw. 
felucs not labor to garmih & heatitiSe it, but alfo rcpine,that of other it (hold be crjkt 
lift cd Like to the dogsc in the maunger, that him felfe can cate no hay, andyttbsW) 
at the hungry bullock, -that fo fame would feede ; whole cumfh kind though cannot k 
kept from baritimwetl connc them thanke that.they refrain from byring. 

Now for the kn it ting of fcnrences ,vvhy ch .(hey call theaoynts andmuibeistaf, 
and Foral the compalTe ofthc fptach, itisround vvithout touglmeQe,^ and learned mb, 

out hardncs/ucUindcedeasmay be petcciucd ofthc Icaftc , vnderftoodcoft icmtjc 

but indeed oncly ofthc lcamed.Forwh.atin moftEnglifti wryters tfcfotobc WtprJ 
as it were vhsytt,in this Authour is well gtotmdcd,fiijely 


cre vh°Vlton tnis Aucnoiir , r . t 

together. In regard wherof, I fconic aiid foueoutthe rakcheltye route ofourraggeJ 
rymcis (for fo thcfclues vfe to hunt die letter) which vvithcut learning 


Pntflb. 



Sdduk ; heyrW^ 

totren diddebirthoras that fame Pythia,when the trauncc came 

broncc,3S it v; x^bidaraiera corda cJomans &c. 

S^wSvv furre he .shorn fuch vaunted titles and glorious £hovvcs,both Ito fid* 
freweth,vi hei e he jB j^nne na&ill. And, 

, j Jf nami'vhfrein,it fcmcth,he chofe rather to 

r'^Shim father in %logucs,Li ottm wife to vvrite, doubting p«h»P* 
f’ hi, tltie which he little needed^ t mynding to lurnifli our tongue with this kinoe , 

, ^ ‘ fuiltcih orfoilowinc the example ofthc beft&moft auncicnt Poetes,which 

f T l iki doiCmS boil, io U for tliema.tcr.and iramdy for the man- 

noauheluilto tryctl’.cyriiabihfies? and as yoima ;bhdcs that be newly crept rautof 
t ! ft i little firil to proue th^yr tender vvyng% before they make agi eater fly ghtiSo 

vetweU feeling his vvmgcs So flew Man untie ,as ben;g not full iomd_ sol ctiaique. So 
Lccact- So Marot,SMazarus,and alfo diuers other excellent both Italian and French ^ 
Poctcs whole feting this Author eucry where followeih,yet lo as few, but they be wdy 
fenced cm trace trim ouc.So finally flyeth this our nevv Poetess a bitd,whoie p™ci P a6 
fac fcarcectovvcn out, but yet as that in tiroeihall be hable to keepe wing with the beft. 

No-vvas touching the general] dryftand purpofc of his fEglogues,! mind not to Fay 
j foh him fclfc labouring to conceale it. Onely this appeared, that his vnftayedyougth 
lad long wandred in die common Labyrinth of Loue , in vvhich.ame to mitigate and 
allay ihehcate ofhis paffion,or els to vvarnc(as he iaythjihe young fliepheards X his e- 

« uallsand companions of his vufottunate folly,he compiled thefexij . jEglogucijVvhich 

for that they be proportioned to chefljtc ofthc xij- monethes,he termeththe 5HKP- 
HEARDS C A LEND AR, applying an oldc name toa new vvorke.Hcreuuto 
haue I added a certain Glofle or fdjolion for thexpolition of old vvotdes & harder phra- 
fes : which maner ofglofingand commenting, well I wore, vvil feeme ftraungc & rare 
in our tonguey ct for lomuch as I knew many cxccllen t & pioper deuifcs hothin wordcs 
and matter would paffeirr thefpeedy courlc of reading, ettherns vnknovver-,Qr as rot 
mjikcd,and chat in this kindyfi in other we might be equal to the learned of Other nati- 
ons,! thought good to take the paines vpon me, the rathei for that by meancs of fome fa 
miliar acquaintauricc 1 was made prime to his counfell and focret meaning in.thcm , as 
alfo in fundry other works ofhis.which albeit lknow he nothing fojnuch hatct!i,ss to 
promulgate , yet thus much haue I aduen lured Vpon hi sfoendlh ip, him ftlfc' being for 
long time furre cfti aungcd , hoping that this will the rather occaiion him, to p'utforth 
diucts other excellent works ofhis.vvhich flepe in (Hence, as his Dreamcs,h:s Lcgcn des, 
lus Court of Cupide,and foiulry others; yvliofo commendations to let out,v vete veryc 
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